
北 美 風 沙 

 The North American LaSallians Jul 2013 

Joint newsletter of East Coast USA, Edmonton, San Francisco Bay Area, Southern California, Toronto and Vancouver Chapters 1

Your Prayers 
Excerpted from http://www.lasalle.edu.hk 

Prayers for Brother Alphonsus Chee (Principal 1984-1990) 

 

Brother Alphonsus Chee, Principal of La Salle College from 1984-1990, has recently 
been admitted to St. Therese Hospital. The Brothers would like to ask all the school 
community to pray for him. It is best not to visit the hospital as Brother Alphonsus 
needs rest right now. The College and OBA website and networks will keep you 
informed of his wellbeing. 

Reminders 
Edmonton 
Monthly Dim Sum Gathering 
Date Jul 5, 2013 (every first Friday) 
Time noon 
Venue Urban China Restaurant 潮樓大酒樓 
San Francisco Bay Area 
Bimonthly Lunch gathering  
Date Aug 3, 2013 (1st Sat of every other month) 
Time 1:00 pm- 3:00pm 
Venue ABC Seafood Restaurant 

973 E Hillsdale Blvd,  
Foster City, CA 94404.  

Contact sf@lscoba.com 
Southern California 
Monthly Dim Sum Gathering 
Date every first Sunday 
Time noon to 2 pm 
Venue Empress Harbor Seafood Restaurant 

111 N. Atlantic Blvd.,3/F,Monterey Park 
Toronto 
Bro Thomas Cup Golf Tourn. 
Date July 20, 2013 (Saturday) 
Time 12:30 pm (golfing) / 7:00 pm (dinner) 
Venue Station Creek Golf Club (North Course) 
 12657 Woodbine Ave. Gormley, ON 
 Mandarin Golf & Country Club 
 11027 Kennedy Road, Markham, ON 
Cost $130 / person (green fee + cart + dinner) 
 $40 / person (dinner only) 
Registration (before July 12)  
Contacts Philip Wong (wongphiliphf@gmail.com); 

John Yeung (jktyeung@yahoo.com); 
Kevin Kwok (kevinkwok26@gmail.com); 
Charles Li (Charles.li@mbww.com) 

About this newsletter 
This newsletter is aimed at providing an electronic platform for communication among La Salle College old boys residing in North 
America. However, it shall not be used as a tool to promote any personal agenda. The editorial board therefore reserves the right to 
review and edit all submissions to ensure that no inappropriate contents appear in any issue of this newsletter. The editorial board 
also reserves the right to reject any submission that is not in line with the objective of this newsletter. Please send all your 
communications to editors@lscobaedm.org. 

To subscribe to this newsletter, please email (with subject line: subscribe) to newsletter-lscobaedm.org-subscribe@lscobaedm.org. 
 

 

Newsletter Committee comprises of the following members: 

East Coast (USA) Christopher Tse (1965) , Southern California Eddie Shek (1985) 
 Peter Lai (1967) 
Toronto Felix Leung (1985), San Francisco Bay Area Ephrem Fung (1976) 
 Kevin Kwok (1988),  Ambrose Lee (1998) 
 Jimmy Chang (1966) 
Vancouver Victor Leung (1977) Edmonton Calvin Chan (1971) 
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Life Update  
 

A British Isles Mini-Odyssey (part 2) 
William Lai (1961) 

Following the cruise itinerary, this second installment features Scotland.  For me, the highlight in this segment of the tour 
was standing by the “bonnie, bonnie” banks of Loch Lomond, which I had wanted to do ever since my scout days at LSC 
when we sang this song on almost every scouting occasion.  We visited Loch Ness, but the monster was a no-show.  A 
fantastic show was the world-famous Royal Edinburg Military Tattoo.   Up north remote from the usual tourists’ beaten 
path were the Orkney Islands.  Despite its desolation, the place is steeped in history and pre-history which I find 
fascinating.  

Ever wonder what Scottish men wear under their kilts?  Read on and find out. 

             William Lai (1961) 

Loch Lomond 

Ever since my Boy Scouts days in La Salle, I had always wanted to see Loch Lomond.  That song was sung on many Cubs and Boy 
Scouts gatherings through all the years I was a member of the 17th and was one of my most favourites.  Finally, on this trip, I was 
able to do so on a day land tour from the cruise ship which berthed at Greenock, near Glasgow, Scotland. 

There are several legends behind the song, The Bonnie Banks o’ Loch Lomond, though they are really variations of the same theme.  
The basic idea is that the song was a message from a Scottish soldier awaiting execution in a foreign land to family back home 
expressing his yearning for returning home and his grief for being unable to do so.  He sang: “Oh, ye’ll tak’ the high road, and I’ll tak’ 
the low road, and I’ll be in Scotland afore ye; But me and my true love will never meet again on the bonnie, bonnie banks o’ Loch 
Lomond”.  The “low road” is supposed to be the underworld passage back to Scotland when a Scot dies abroad.  The “high road” is 
the motorway that our tour bus rode on the way to Loch Lomond, at least according to our tour guide. 

    
 On the high road to Loch Lomond Loch Lomond On the bonnie, bonnie banks of Loch Lomond 

The Orkney Islands 

The most northerly port of call of the cruise was Kirkwall in the Scottish Orkney Islands.  
These lands are normally not on most tourist itineraries.  The terrain is mostly treeless, 
wind-swept, bare of significant vegetation, and cold.  But one can also see a certain barren 
beauty to the landscape.  The Vikings of the Neolithic period seemed to think so.  These 
islands have been inhabited since prehistoric times, with the Vikings as being kind of 
late-comers.  There are many prehistoric sites, some still under archaeological excavation.  
The best-preserved site is the UNESCO World Heritage Site, Skara Brae.  The settlement is 
older than Stonehenge and the Pyramids, and has stood, or been on the ground, for some 
5,000 years, and many of the structures still appear the way they were then.  We took a 
guided tour of the site, marvelling at the ingenuity of the prehistoric occupiers of these 
living quarters. Kirkwall harbour
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Edinburgh is full of Scottish and English history, monuments and spots where history was made.  The most prominent is, of course, 
Edinburgh Castle which now receives over a million visitors a year.  The castle was very central to the Scottish-English conflict for 
centuries, having changed hands numerous times in the process.  Mary Queen of Scots gave birth to the future King James in this 
castle – one can still visit this very birth room.  Outside the castle is the medieval cobbled shopping street called the Royal Mile, now 
dominated by pubs, eateries, and shops selling tawdry souvenirs.  It was wall-to-wall people when we were there. 

The most remarkable event in the castle, for me anyways, was the world-famous and one of the largest military shows in the world, 
the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo.  It showcases a whole range of music, dances and drills against the magnificent background of 
the castle entrance.  Performances were conducted by military bands from various countries and continents.   Conspicuous in its 
absence was a Canadian band, though we were told there were Canadians embedded in some of the performing units. 

    
 Royal Mile leading up to Edinburgh Castle Drinking establishments on the Royal Mile Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo 

Inside the kilts 

Many of the Tattoo units wore ceremonial kilts.  Ever wonder what men wear under their kilts?  Here’s an answer.  A Scottish 
regiment was in another parade wearing their formal kilt uniform along a route lined by jam-packed spectators.  Proudly leading the 
unit in the march was a rugged, muscular and curly-moustachioed Sargent-Major, a personification of Scottish masculinity and 
military might.  Suddenly, someone from the crowd shouted out to him: “Hey, Sarge, what do you wear under your skirt?”  Without 
missing a beat while ignoring the derisive reference to the kilt, the Sargent-Major shot back: “Nothing is worn under there.  
Everything is in perfect working order”. 

Loch Ness 

Loch Ness is also one of the legendary places I had wanted to see.  A stop-over at Invergordon allowed a day trip to the loch at the 
Urquhart Castle site.  The castle, with a commanding view of the loch and hence of high strategic value, had witnessed many battles 
between the Scots and the English.  Apparently, the MacDonald clan was a big player in these battles. But alas, no modern-day 
MacDonald’s franchise was anywhere in sight when we visited.  The cafeteria in the visitors’ centre was not that good. 

    
 Close-up look at Urquhart Castle Loch Ness - no sign of monster from this direction No monster viewed from the other direction either 

There were tons of people at the site hoping for a glimpse of Nessie.  But Nessie did not show.  It must be an agoraphobic or 
enochlophobic creature. 

Rumours have it that the Scottish Nessie has a Canadian cousin, one named Ogopogo residing in Lake Okanagan in British Columbia.  
Both Loch Ness and Lake Okanagan are long and narrow, and are at a similar latitude.  Coincidence? 

 (to be continued …) 
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2013-06-11 
Chinese Debating Team Champions 

The La Salle College Chinese Debating Team, while still working hard to defend their title at 
the Inter-School Chinese Debating Competition, won the Championship of the LEO District 
303 Chinese Debating Competition. The opponents were True Light College and the topic 
was based on Professor Sung’s belief that youth today need a little adversity as a 
pre-requisite for building tenacity, perseverance, and resilience. 

 
Floor Team Members 
WAN Anson, LI Barry, HUNG Ernest, CHAN Kan Yin. 
Best Debater 
LI Barry La Salle College 

2013-06-13 
Mathematics & Physics Olympiads 

La Salle College has just been notified of students who have been successful in three Olympiads with a number being selected to 
represent Hong Kong. Congratulations to these students and their teachers for such wonderful achievement and recognition. 

(1) International Mathematical Olympiad (IMO) 2013 

Six students will form the Hong Kong Team to participate in the International Mathematical Olympiad in Santa Marta, Columbia, 
from July 18-28, 2013. Two are from La Salle College – 

HUI Pak-nam (F5) WONG Hing-shing (F5) 
(2) China Southeast Mathematical Olympiad 2013 

La Salle College has three students in the Hong Kong Team participating in the China Southeast Mathematical Olympiad in Yingtan, 
Jiangxi, from July 25-30, 2013. They are – 

TUNG Kam Cheun (F4) TANG Dik Man (F4) 
(3) Hong Kong Physics Olympiad 

La Salle College Best School Award 
WONG Gabriel Chun Hie (3B) First Class Honours 
LO Chun Hei (4G) Second Class Honours 
TANG Dik Man Damian (4G) Second Class Honours 
TANG Justin Wang Lap (4D) Third Class Honours 
YUEN Yuet Hin (4G) Third Class Honours 

2013-06-18 
La Salle College Students Awarded Scholarships for Summer Programmes 

Over 20 La Salle College students have been awarded scholarships to attend various summer programmes. The Programmes 
include – 

(1) Kingdom Education University Study Tour to Oxford 

Twelve (12) Form F2 to F5 students won scholarships offered by Kingdom Education to attend the summer excursion to Oxford 
University to study Medicine, Engineering, Economic or Law for two weeks from 28 July - 11 Aug. The programme aims to inform 
and inspire, and to provide subject-specific content on the university application and interview. Students will have an authentic 
experience in the same rooms customarily enjoyed by university undergraduate and graduate students. 

(2) John Hopkins University Summer Programme 

Ten (10) F1/F2 students passed the Talent Search assessment by JHU and were awarded a full scholarship to the JHU CTY Summer 
Programme in Hong Kong. Another 15 LSC and 4 LSPS students attended the Talent Search assessment and were selected as 
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