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Letter from La Salle Foundation Chairman

Shiu-hung Pau (60)
Dear Fellow Lasallians,

| am delighted to have the opportunity to say a few words in the North American Lasallians newsletter in the
start of the 90th Anniversary Year of our Alma Mater. In the earlier two issues of the newsletter, Brother
Thomas and Mr. Tong have separately touched upon the 90th Anniversary of La Salle College, recent
achievements of the students and what is in store for the development of the college in the coming years
reaching up to the centenary. As Chairman of the La Salle Foundation, | wish to give you some more details
of the coming Fund Raising Drive and in what ways you can support La Salle.

La Salle Foundation will start launching the 90th Anniversary Fund Raising Drive in December 2021. Like in
previous fund raising drives, Foundation relies on donations not from the general public but from old boys,
parents and supporters of La Salle. For the past 30 years, Foundation has collected some HK$100 million.
The money was subsequently used to help College sustain her name and fame, not only in academic
achievements but keeping the campus in top shape with extra and modern facilities.

Foundation has prepared a Fund Raising Drive pamphlet and donation forms. They will be distributed to
current students and parents, past donors and supporters of La Salle and members of the OBA and PTA. The
target is to collect HK$40 million to meet the needs of the college in the coming 10 years. 7 projects were
selected for the Fund Raising Drive. The information is contained in the Foundation website. There are in
place a series of celebratory events for this year stretching from September 2021 to end December 2022. A
dedicated 90th Anniversary web site www.lsc90.hk is created to keep us all informed about the year’s
Anniversary events, including some real time broadcasts. | take the opportunity now to update you on the
date of the Gala Dinner originally intended for 14th May 2022 is now deferred to 5th November 2022 when
hopefully the Covid 19 situation will allow it. If it can be done, we expect it to be a big bang event, more so
than the 75th Anniversary Gala Dinner. There will be 180 tables to accommodate all old boys and friends.
Pray that Covid 19 would have been gone and not in the way by then.

I now wish to highlight a few of the 90th Anniversary projects so that you have a better understanding of
them...

e The artificial turf soccer pitch and the 6 lane all weather running track of the sports ground have been
replaced twice since the school was opened in 1982. It is expected that a third time replacement is
due in 2-3 years. The money needed is about HKS12 million.

e LaSalle has pioneered a “smart classroom” for her Form 1 boys last year. Basically it is to
modernise the classroom with IT facility, new furniture and teaching aids and reconfigure the layout
out of students’ desks and chairs. It has proved to be successful in enhancing students learning. The
“smart classrooms” will be extended to all the classrooms in stages. The cost of one “smart
classroom” is HKS200,000. La Salle has 42 classrooms.

e Over the 40 years, the school hall has served La Salle well for general purpose functions. However, it is
not good enough for performance of the school orchestra, symphony, concerts and performing arts.
Provision of better acoustics for music is necessary to match the playing of music for which La Salle
has won many prizes in recent years. The cost for upgrading the acoustics and A/V equipments of the
hall is HK$3.5 million.
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e Anew and larger Heritage Centre is in the making, for showcasing the story of La Salle, her missions of
providing quality education and heritage artefacts. The Centre will be used as a learning space for
students and visitors. The budget is HK$2.5 million. [ Note, If you have in your possession items of
heritage value e.g. your report cards, student life photos, school books, reference letters, bus tickets
etc. do let us know. One easy way is for you to scan them and send them over by email. ].

e Upgrading the IT environment in the school, building a new e-library for students, at a budget of
HKS$3.0 million, The IT environment will go hand in hand with the “Smart Classrooms”

e Acquiring extra teachers for academically weak students and non-Chinese speaking students to get
better results in Chinese language proficiency. This would enable them to be admitted to local
universities which is currently a requirement for admission. This initiative has been going on for a few
years. The result is satisfactory. Admission rate to local universities this year is a happy 85 % for our
graduates. The cost is HKS1.2 million annually.

You see therefore La Salle has as always, tried her best to provide the best of facilities and top quality
education for her students. The line in the school song “....and strive that her fame may grow” is an ever
running slogan. La Salle has faithfully kept it up. The name and fame is a legacy of La Salle. We wish to keep
it ever forever.

There are various ways for you to donate, They are listed in the Foundation website. | would highlight the
following for overseas donations,-
e You can donate as an individual or in a group (as in your class year). Tax exemption is applicable for
donations made in Hong Kong and not overseas.
e Donations in any amount over HKS1000 is always welcome
e Donations over HK$100,000 are categorised in Silver, Gold and Platinum classes. A permanent
recognition will be given to them within the school campus.
e Small sum donations can easily be made through an ATM of HSBC, or cheques drawn from a HK bank
or simply by credit cards.

Foundation website is https://lasallefoundation.com/web/. There is a Q&A column for you to ask questions.
Feel free to use it.

Stay healthy and with warm wishes,

PAU Shiu-hung (1960)
Chairman, La Salle Foundation
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Sharing the Joy across the Seas

Overseas Network Group

On Wednesday October 6 evening, the LSCOBA team in Hong Kong met representatives from overseas
chapters, getting together online to celebrate the 90th Anniversary of our Alma Mater.

We are honoured with the presence of Brother Thomas, Principal Mr. Tong and Mr. Pau Shiu-hung (1960),
Chairman of the La Salle Foundation. Old Boy representatives from 11 chapters and cities around the world
attended.

The gathering started with a prayer and an opening speech by Brother Thomas. Principal Mr. Tong went on to
introduce the proposed celebration activities in the coming year and the School's upcoming development
plans from STEM to sports and culture.

Mr. Pau then introduced the La Salle Foundation's mission to sustain and support LSC and LSPS and its special
role in the Lasallian community. As a fully audited, recognized charitable organization, the Foundation
provides donors with a channel to provide financial support to our Alma Mater which is tax deductible in
Hong Kong.

The OIld Boy representatives shared updates in their respective local chapters. Many are seeing encouraging
growth. We are all pleased to learn that our overseas communities are staying safe and vibrant, and remain

dedicated to support our Alma Mater in Hong Kong.

We may be apart in distance, but not in heart. The sun never sets on the Lasallian community.
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Two Thanksgivings?

John Jean (76)

(A continuation of the Two Easters series)

What!? In addition to two Easters, there are two Thanksgivings in the World?
Yes, there are more than one.

Thanksgiving is a day to give thanks to God and to those we treasure and a
family gathering. Even though it is a North America festival, similar practices
exist in other cultures and religions. Usually, it is celebrated at harvest time
to give thanks to God or to the Earth.

Thanksgiving is widely celebrated in North America, the Caribbean and other
parts of the world. Even though Thanksgiving has historical roots in religious
and cultural traditions, it has long been celebrated as a secular holiday as
well.

Putting legends and stories aside, it is believed that the first Thanksgiving was
celebrated when thirty-eight English settlers reached James River, in what is
today’s Virginia State on December 4, 1619. Upon landing, a religious service
was held and declared, “that the day of our ships arrival at the place assigned
for plantation in the land of Virginia shall be yearly and perpetually kept holy
as a day of thanksgiving to Almighty God.”

Other traces of the origin of Thanksgiving were given to the Pilgrims settling
in Plymouth, today’s Massachusetts, following a good harvest in 1621, and
French settlers in search of New France.

Historically, Thanksgiving was celebrated on different dates by each region.
Canada and US have long been celebrating Thanksgiving days, and also in
other countries.

It was officially declared in Canada on 1879 to be celebrated on November 6
and moved to the second Monday in October in 1957.

In the 1860s, US President Abraham Lincoln declared Thanksgiving to be

Typical thanksgivng dinner celebrated in the last Thursday in November and changed to next to last
Thursday in November in 1939.

Thanksgiving is now celebrated more as a family gathering instead of religious

reasons. In US, Thanksgiving week is the heaviest travel day in the year.

Usually, a Thanksgiving turkey is served together with other items including

pumpkins.

- The author welcomes any comments from schoolmates.
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(from Hong Kong Heritages Facebook page)

Ronald Douglas Maxwell was a British soldier during World War Il, serving in the Hong Kong Volunteer Defence
Corps. He was Catholic Portuguese and alumnus of La Salle College. Three days before the end of the Battle of
Hong Kong (23 rd Dec 1941), Maxwell, aged 22, was killed in action in Wanchai. The commander of the
Volunteers ordered to bury him in the nearest suitable spot. Three of his comrades took his body to the St.
John's Cathedral (adjacent to Volunteer Defence Corps Headquarters) where the War Memorial for WWI was
erected. After the war permission was given for Private Maxwell's remains to be left undisturbed. It is the only
burial within the cathedral precinct, and a tombstone was placed on top of his resting place in 1947.
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The War Memorial was unveiled by Governor Sir Reginald Stubbs in 1921 in memory of the soldiers killed in
the First World War. It was damaged during Japanese occupation. In 1952, it was replaced by a Celtic cross,
with an inscription added to commemorate those who had died in both World Wars. The original bronze tablet
with the names of the First World War dead is held inside the cathedral, in St Michael's Chapel.

The lone grave of Private R D Maxwell, War Memorial and bronze tablet witnessed peace and war of Hong
Kong.
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Washington DC Gathering

w

Old boys gathering in Washington DC. While we are not an official chapter, meeting up with fellow old boys is
always just a Whatsapp message, an email, or a phone call away.

Updates from Hong Kong

HKOBA hosted the Teachers’ Day (senior edition) on September 17, 2021, featuring Mr Peter Chiu, Mr Michael
Leung, Mr Victor Lo and Mr Randy Woo. The video is accessible here.

% %k ok %k %k

A funeral Mass was celebrated for late Br Lawrence Blake at St. Teresa’s Church on Friday November 12
following which his body was buried at St. Michael’s Cemetery, Happy Valley. He is one of the longest serving
De La Salle Brothers. He was 91 years old and had been a religious for 75 years. His brother, Mark, also joined
the De La Salle Brothers.

Br Lawrence Blake arrived in Hong Kong in 1958 and had various asignments, includng La Salle College, St.
Joseph’s College, Chong Gene Hang College and Chan Sui Ki (La Salle) College as teacher, principal and
supervisor.

May he rest in peace.
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CV of Brother Lawrence Blake

1. Name: Lawrence John

Baptism Name: Thomas

Date & place of birth: 1-12-1929 Clonaslee, Co Laois

Father: Thomas

Mother Mary Fitzgerald

. Early Schooling; Clonaslee Boys National School 1935-1943

. Early training & Formation;
Juniorate, Castletown 1943-1946
Novitiate, Castletown 1946-1947
8. Vows takes with dates:
Temporary 1947
Perpetual 1954

9. Academic & Professional qualifications
St Mary’s Training College, Strawberry Hill, London 1949-1951

BA UCD Dublin 1963-1966
‘ 10.Teaching Assignments:

s Bl oo

St Xavier's Institution, Penang 1951-1954 March

St Patrick’s, Katong, Singapore 1954-1958

La Salle College, Kowloon, HK 1958-1963; 1966-1968
La Salle School, Kota Kinabalu, Sabah 1968-1975

St Joseph's College, 1975-1979

Chong Gene Hang College, 1979-1987 as Principal and Supervisor
Chong Gene Hang College, 1987-2008 Supervisor

Chan Sui Ki (La Salle) College, 1991~ 1995 as Principal
. Chan Sui Ki (La Salle) College, 1995 -2010 as Supervisor

La Salle College, 2010 Retired
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Seasonal Greetings

Merry Christmas to our
La Salle brothers in North
America and all over the

world. May 2022 be a
year of love, peace and
health for all La Sallians

united in the spirit of our
patron saint Jean -Baptiste
de La Salle

New York /
East Coast Chapter

From Edwonton Chapter

A
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Happy NéW ‘Year 2022

From the UK Chapter LSCOBA '\ /‘i’ S
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About the North American Lasallians

This newsletter is aimed at providing an electronic platform for communication & sharing among La Salle old
boys in North America. It is not meant to be used as an instrument for promoting any personal agenda.

The editorial board reserves the rights to oversee and edit all submissions, to ensure all contents shall meet
our publication standards, as well as appropriate for the newsletter’s intended audience & global circulation.
Our editorial board has the exclusive right to reject submissions deemed to be not in line, or incompatible
with the purpose or spirit of this newsletter at our sole discretion.

Previous issues of the newsletter are available from the archive located at
http://www.lscob-global.net/NALS.html

Previous issues of the newsletter are also available on HKOBA website at
https://www.lscoba.com/nanewsletter.php?catid=4&subid=56

If you want to communicate with the editorial board, please send email to
editors@lscob-global.net

If you want to subscribe to this newsletter, please send email (with subject line: subscribe) to newsletter-
Iscob-global.net-subscribe@Iscob-global.net

If you want to unsubscribe to this newsletter, please send email (with subject line: unsubscribe) to
newsletter-Iscob-global.net-unsubscribe @Iscob-global.net

The Chief editors appreciate Danny Au-Yeung (67) for his contribution to this issue.

Chief Editors John Jean (76)
Victor Leung (77)
Kevin Kwok (88)
Chris Fong (94)
Ambrose Lee (98)
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